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Dear J>Lck, 

Am I co i tforajfcblo with you? Of course! 

^ot mo tliinlc "conservatively" with you. It Gets mo to where you anticipate greater 
than average costs because i discount the other possible explanations# §o, let us forget the 
advance and you can have those fluids at hand. 

«'-.s lone an wo both got Social Security plus P-l'o retirement we make out OK and have 
no need of extra funds save for wliat we do not anticipate. 

If there arc special cost problems, as from size, I'm willine to help with them, too. 

I'll forgo any royalties until you rocjbover any unusual costs. 

When you liavo time I'd like to understand wliat you mean by "extensive editing." Vie 
discussed the foreword and th introduction and while 1 no longer have as clear a recollection 
of the uniutonded and unnecessary r -petition, it should be edited out. I was aware of tliat. 

J - 1 fact, if the conditions of ini'- lifo liad been different I'd intended doing that months ago. 
but a:; Peter goct over it I hope ho can think from time to time whether 3ome repetition v;as 

l 

intended and lias a purpose# I m sure that sometimes ^ did have a purpose# 

c* 

I am aware also, and in part this is related, tliat there may be too much on JAMA. I did 
liavo a purpose and it is not essential but I think it can bo useful if it doesnot become too * 



much too much. 

X tliinlc that with attention this book can have an impact in and on the ALIA. 

There axe doctors who wem deeply offended bver wliat JAMA did. I ! ve heard from some. I 
have in confidence a cbmplaint they iddressed to the big cheese on the board of directors. 

1 believe tliat this feeling extends to^&iK* doctors and that the book can bo the cause of 



firing Lundborg. That would have an enormous impact on tlic book. 

Une of tliese doctors , not so young he docs not hav^a family, which he does, lias been 
in tuucli by phono and ha a. sent me some very unwise remarks ^nndberg made tliat I'll be using 
in on epilogue# A trancript of them. In brief he confessed not caring a bit about the JFK 
assassination until about a year before ho began his project and still knows nothing about 
it. Wliat he did is based entirely on Ills belief tliat ho can trust his lifle to the prosectors. 
And he actually said tliat he had wiped the whole thing out! 



I am riot arguing against removing wliat you regard as*. too much. I'm merely telling you 

n ^ i 

of my purpose when * intend rdstlicr tlian when I did not intend repetition. I in sure the 
latter exists. 

There may be other content the purpose of which may not be r readily apparent. But it may 
also liavo a purpose. If it does not tako too much time, and I want to do nothing to deify 
the most expeditious possible publication , I'd like to be asked if there is any such question 
with any i tended cut. I know tliat the need for sonic can be apparent. Ity not talking about 
anything like tliat. What ^ have in mind is ellipsis tliat I do intend and about which x hear 
all tlic time, favorably, ’./rone recently told me, for example, tliat he is rereading Post 
i.ortom and is surpised at how much more he perceives in it. The recorc/that I remember is a 

1 tter from a Al eu York la yer several years ago. jfa said he had just reread ^hitewas yxor the 

■ 






t'i iontli time and each ti c lie cot from it hhxfc^/hat lie liau not gotten earlier. There have 
nlvj ys been matters I would not state explicitly hut that I wanted to leave for others for 
the future, for them to work with. . , 

There can also ho v/hat rotates to evidence not generally knoV or to come later. Some 
of that is intended and come is to make it read more like a mystery story. Did I over tell 
y, ; u that Wliitov/ash was runner -up for tho mystery writorc award in 19 66? I did not oven 
outer it! It is to make it read more like a mystery that I often did not do wliat is usual, 
Epx espcciall; at the hoginning and ending of chapters. VJrone did not perceive it at first 
hut thou ho did. 

The c are some of tho tilings L hope you and goter will have in midd when deciding on 
cutting in i>iu‘ticular.Aiid I have tlr; past to go on, I’ve heard favorably about both the 
ol?J.p: is and tho stylo of a mystery. 

I am not arguing and I will not. ^o wli^O; you think is nocecsary. But I d rather not 
liavc cuts made be. Cause of cost, the reason _£ offer to take care of tliat, and I do think that 
cutting for tliat r noon alono will diminish the book, whether or not its sales. 

VJliat in strange in a way is tliat increasingly recontly I am hearing from those fan 
who express appreciation of my writing Icing factual and not theoretical. I have no way 
of knowing how widespread it is bub now most writers and almost all callers comment on 



tliat and express appreciation for it. 

iv high-school teacher is being sent from someplace in V/isconsin to give me some kind 
of a*. .*ax$x?: m ^ I as school for it! (H& is unkbown to Vfrone.) 

A 

Increasingly also people are caldiig to bo able to meet me. I decline most but there 
are ttob men who persisted politely and I've agreed to their coming tomorrow morning and 
leaving after liuich/ 

Jhat maJcon this surprising to mo is tliat tho only recent works are entirely of 
theorised conspiracies. Or, that is tlie only kind ox book an overwhel m i n g proportion 
of people liave ever liad access to. 

iMronc's bzv.iich &£ the state university system does not. get the better studontd. He and 

itvit 11 

others I know on the faculties of better 3ehoibls complainj ahtt their students do not like 
to road. Tfon year, instead of a es±s test, ho had his students write an essa^y on their 
reading of Whitewash. //o*d used it s a text, lie Was absolutely astounded! It was the best 
tiling that c las ; (Lid. Most reflected reading and understanding it well and some even wrote 
persuasive roason^/hy tlioy enjoyed reading it! ^e*d never had that reaction before, of 
enjoying reading, 

Tlio time will come wlien J mays be able to liolp in other ways. For example, ^ have a 
friend who is tho forme r head of the Academy of Forensic Sciences. I think he will do what 
he con to help tlio book and might write about it for tliat journal and/or jjox*haps other 
medical publications, fl^ i* a a* . 

I liave a new friend in Louisville, one of those who wonted to visit, a la wyer whose 



J 



wife ii3 the medical-records e::pert I use. I think ho might want to offer a review to 
the flnurior-J ournol out there. Or elsewhere. 

Other things like tliat come to mind if you let me know when to start thinking 



about cucli tilings . 

I do not need a contract. If you want ono for your own purposes, please send it. 

l*vo asked Ur one , as a historian, to approach one who is quite prestigious, from 
whom a uord would bo very helpful. 

Uhcn tlier is tlio op ort'uiity 1*11 speak to other friends. 

If t! e -e is sucli a thing as a list of talk-show hosts if I have one I can iryTiicate 
thoso who know mo and have used me in the past. There is at least one who as of my last 
laiowlodgo was network out ok Hew York and sovoral who used me often in the past in the San 



1 ?’ 



1 liave a friend there who had done very effective p.r. for mo there in the 



rancisco area, 
past. I (Jan think of a'bf’roprters, too 



I'm hopeful tliat the interrupt j.ons will diminish after the first. One of my 
appointments at Hopkins lias been set back to tliat day. Then I hope to start ro 'dingwrt / ^ 



Jed 



tli ’ first time from the first page. 

If fckiter lias any questions, Xiiope ho will^free to ask them. 

Thanks, and with hope, 
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